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The Magic cf
Books

Betty Leung
(Native English Teacher)

The more that you read,

the more things you will know.
The more that you learn,

the more places you will go.
—Dr. Seuss

Do you sometimes want to escape into another world,
travel through time or even be someone else entirely?
This can all become a reality with the magical power of
stories. Nowadays, we are bombarded with different
media platforms vying for our attention, like YouTube
or Instagram, but nothing comes close to the
experience of reading or listening to a story that allows
us to escape our own lives for just one moment.

As a child, I loved to listen to my mother’s bedtime
stories. [ would snuggle up and listen intently to her
tales of adventure. Even though it was so long ago, [ can
still recall some of the vivid details and unforgettable
characters of those magical stories. Little did I know
that not only was I learning new words, but also how
they could be combined to communicate ideas and
express feelings.

Reading or listening to stories in English is a great way
to improve your proficiency in the language. Whether
you'’re interested in fiction or non-fiction, fantasy or
true crime, the beauty is there will be a book or
audiobook waiting for you. The options are truly
endless.

[ have always loved reading. In my teenage years, I
would spend countless hours in my local library, losing
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myself in an abundance of books—it was certainly my
childhood happy place.

The COVID era has perhaps made it more challenging
for you to access the library and borrow your favourite
books due to the ever-changing rules and restrictions.
Luckily, nowadays, we are fortunate enough to have
electronic devices such as iPads and e-readers, which
has made it a lot easier to read on the go. On the topic
of technology and libraries, I'd like to introduce you all
to an app called ‘Libby’. It is an app that connects you to
your local library online, which means you can access
e-books, audiobooks, and magazines. Everything is free
- just sign in by linking your library card and start
reading!

Just imagine, your own portable library that you can
access from the comfort of your own home! Now there
is no excuse—log on, start borrowing and get reading.
You may just discover a whole new world in the next
magical story you read.




fng[i’sﬁ Debate / Public Syeaﬁing Team

During the continuing pandemic, our school’s English Debate Team is using all means to keep up with their
training and participation in the debate matches online through Zoom. Let’s hear what our current team members
have to share about their experience in the debates competition.

Through the debate motions, I've learnt about things like the rise of megacities,
population density and their relationship to crime and conflict and environmental
issues. Our horizons have been broadened after joining the English debate team.

Tse Shun Yan, Jacqueline

By joining the debate team, I have learnt that teamwork is the core of debate. We
distribute the task of writing the scripts, discuss the motions in meetings and
practice sessions together. Team spirit is really a vital part of debate.

Law Chung Hei, Hazel

It is important to work hard in debates. Research is time-consuming. It is crucial
to look for articles to understand concepts in the motion. A positive attitude
provides us with a boost of confidence and the momentum to win.

Chen Ming Kin, Ken

After joining the debate team, | have learned to be less shy. Winning the matches
made me confident. Through researching debate motions, I find out more about
current affairs that I wouldn’t have touched on otherwise. It truly is a unique
experience.
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Fung Ching Lok, Marcus
At first, | doubted myself on representing the school in debates. I felt surprised and

fortunate to be chosen to be part of the school’s debating team and it's my
teammates who reassured me. [ am thankful and this has enhanced my self-esteem.

Kwong Yuen Ting, Ellie

Though being fluent in English, I can still learn a lot when preparing for the
debate competition. I can learn new words and phrases related to what’s going on
in the world. I'm glad that I can join this great team and enjoy such a wonderful
experience with my teammates and teachers.

Yip Pui Yan, Serena



